WCMG Tour of The Oregon Garden
Being a good gardener requires patience.  We were certainly patient with weather events postponing our trip slated for February.  Patience paid off because Friday, April 8 was probably the second nicest day of 2011.  It was a fabulous day!  Twenty eight Master Gardeners enjoyed a full day of "Seeing, Learning, and Growing."  The day began with a tram ride overview of the Garden and its background/ history.  A walk led by Salem area Master Gardener, Melanie Bennett, focused upon the Silverton Market Garden.  Here agricultural products are grown and showcased.  Assorted vegetables, berries, grapes, other fruits, hops, and grass seed are included among the 147 Oregon crops grown.  Following lunch, Doug Wilson gave a very informative tour of the Conifer Garden.  This garden has one of the largest collections of dwarf and miniature conifers in the United States.  Some are very rare.  The 3/4 acre garden also includes many interesting companion plants.  The American Conifer Society is helping to almost double the size of the Conifer Garden so that larger species can be accommodated.  Of course we were treated to viewing the 400 year old oak framed with flowering narcissus and currants nearby.  Those that chose closed the day with a wonderful tour of the Gordon House led by Molly Murphy and her assistants.  The Gordon House is the only home designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in Oregon.

